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Press Release:  Let’s Make Our Voice (Qalna) Heard Louder

Toronto: The third week of September is a time when the hot and humid summer ends and a new season starts– it is the beginning of the Fall season.  In Canada, our adopted country, where usually weather is a topic among strangers, this week marks a transition from one season to another and from one weather condition to another.  The change in the season is marked by the change in the climate and panorama; the weather starts to get chilly and tree leaves commence to turn yellow and eventually fall down.  

In Eritrea, our country of origin, the third week of September marks a beginning of fall- fall - not as in weather, but in the true meaning and sense of the world fall.  It was the beginning of the falling down of democracy, free speech and rule of law. The fall of 2001 was a turning point in political history of the country.

Nine years ago, in the beginning of Fall of 2001, our country of origin failed into total dictatorship and anarchy. It was in this period of time that our private newspapers that had mushroomed for a brief period of time were scarped from the streets of our city. 

Nine years ago, in this period of time, our colleagues and friend journalists, political leaders, and religious leaders were imprisoned. They were put behind bars and remain incommunicado in the dungeon of the Eritrean government. 

Before September 2001, the people of Eritrea were relatively enjoying the hot political climate and heated debate coming out of the frictions of ideas and arguments in both the press and in informal discourses. Eritrea had unprecedented number of private newspapers and people had publicly debated political issue that are of paramount to the nation and their day to day lives. It was a time of great hope and reform. No body had thought danger was in the horizon until the third week of September 2001. 

Similar to the weather, the hot political climate gave in to the chilly and eventual cold political environment. Since that time public discourses and politics has never warmed up and ended up been frozen. All private newspapers and public debate were literally frozen and their writers were put in jail.  

For the last nine years, it is with sad reality that we remember end of summer and beginning of fall. It is a time we deeply remember those former colleagues and friends who are in prison for the last nine years and their families. 

More than any other time, this period reminds us not only to pray for those who have fallen victims of the barbaric acts of the Eritrean government, but also to renew our bows to struggle for freedom of expression, human rights and democracy. 

Also, it is a time to reflect on what we have done or we are doing to be the voice of the voiceless and advocate for the causes of the imprisoned journalists, politicians, religious leaders, and ordinary citizens. 

It is a time to assess if we are making our Qalna (voice) heard louder in Canada and globally. 
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